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HIGLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
INSTRUCTIONAL ALIGNMENT 

 

Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 

Students will: • Ask relevant questions in order to comprehend text 

• Describe how characters respond in a story 

• Acknowledge differences in points of view 

• Demonstrate understanding of characters, setting, plot 

• Determine meaning of words in text 

• Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structures, elements, and images of expository text 

• Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
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Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

2 RL 1 Ask and answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of key details 
in a text. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 

• Teachers model asking questions (who, what, where, when, why, 
and how) to elicit student responses to story. Teachers model using 
graphic organizers (e.g., character web, plot, flow-chart). 

• Teachers include partner sharing: “Let’s discuss what we just read. 
Turn to your elbow buddy and take turns asking your buddy 
questions beginning with the words on the board.” Students 
practice how to formulate relevant questions. Teachers provide 
samples to rehearse (e.g., “Who was in the story?” “Where did the 
story take place?”). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder


REV 7/20/15 Page 2 of 8 

 

 

 

G
rad

e 

C
lu

ster 

 

Stan
d

ard
 

 
 

Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
 

HUSD Resources 

    Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion/Literature 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 1 
After reading the fictional read-aloud picture books for each of the 
seasons, have students ask and answer questions using “who, what, 
where, when, why, and how.” Challenge students to create questions 
from these stems that apply directly to the books you are reading. 

 

2 RL 3 Describe how characters in a story respond 
to major events and challenges. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 

• An author presents a character to the reader by using the 
character’s actions, dialogue, description, or how other characters 
may react to that character; this is called characterization. Linking 
characterization to the events and challenges throughout a story is 
the critical piece. 

• Teachers provide several examples of descriptions of how 
characters respond to events to serve as a guide to students. 

• Students independently complete graphic organizers to show the 
relationship between characters and events in a story. 

 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion/Literature 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 3 
Introduce a book such as Snow in Jerusalem by reviewing how unlikely 
friends become friends through finding something in common. Tell the 
students that they are going to read a book about two children who were 
not friends, but they found something in common. As the story is read, 
have the students focus on how the children find something in common 
to make a friendship. Talk about how these two characters faced a 
challenge and made a hard choice. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

2 RL 6 Acknowledge differences in the points of 
view of characters, including by speaking in 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 

 
HUSD Support 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
 

HUSD Resources 

   a different voice for each character when 
reading dialogue aloud. (Q1-Q4) 

Art Appreciation 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 5 
Explain to the students that Sergei Prokofiev is a Russian musical 
composer who wrote a musical rendition of the folktale called “Peter and 
the Wolf.” Explain that he used different musical instruments to 
represent the characters in the story. Compare and contrast different 
productions of this piece (e.g., animated version, music-only CD, video of 
the ballet). Can also use Reader’s Theater. 

Materials & Resources 

2 RL 7 Use information gained from the 
illustrations and words in a print or digital 
text to demonstrate understanding of its 
characters, setting, or plot. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 

• Illustrations in a story aid in comprehension by emphasizing key 
points and adding interest for the reader. By viewing the illustration 
and reading the words in print, the reader will gain an 
understanding of the characters, setting, or plot of the story. 

Students retell a story using their own pictures or cartoon frames. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion / Literature 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 3 
Introduce the idea of a “bridge” as a metaphor by reading the book Pop’s 
Bridge by Eve Bunting. In this book, a group of boys experience the 
sacrifice involved in bridge building and the joy that comes with 
friendship. Discuss the literal bridge in the book and the way the bridge 
served as a link not only between two places but also between two 
people. Introduce the following Isaac Newton quotation: “We build too 
many walls and not enough bridges.” Discuss what Isaac Newton may 
have meant by his comment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

2 RL 10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories 
and poetry, in the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity refer to building student’s 
background knowledge and vocabulary inventory as well as exposure to 
different structures of print. Students read grade-level material with 
appropriate rate (speed), accuracy (precision) and prosody (expression). 

 
 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
 

HUSD Resources 

    Students should be exposed to the differences in reading different types 
of text with appropriate rhythm, pacing, intonation, and expression 
relevant to the text. 

 

 
 
• Students create journals with key vocabulary words or phrases. 

• Students keep a reading log of the variety of literature 
 

Source: commoncore.org 
Student Reading/Fiction 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 6 
In order to stretch students’ reading skills and test for comprehension 
and fluency, have students read a variety of fictional texts independently. 
Although the books share the common theme of food, they have very 
different messages. For example, Tar Beach (Faith Ringgold), which 
includes a picnic scene, is literally about rising above prejudice. Gregory 
the Terrible Eater (Mitchell Sharmat, Jose Aruego, and Ariane Dewey) is a 
funny book about a goat, but carries a message about healthy eating. 
These books offer a range of reading in the 2-3 band of grade level and 
stretch texts. 

 

2 RI 1 Ask and answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of key details 
in a text. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Teacher posts the question words (who, what, where, when, why, and 
how) and s/he says, “Let’s review what we just read. Turn to your elbow 
buddy and take turns asking your buddy questions beginning with the 
words on the board.”  Teacher provides opportunities for students to 
practice formulating questions by providing question stems for students 
to use with a partner. 

 

 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
 

HUSD Resources 

    Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion/Informational Text 
Grade 2 Unit 2 
Bill Pickett: Rodeo-Ridin’ Cowboy by Andrea Davis Pinkney is a true story 
of an African-American cowboy. Prior to reading the story write questions 
they have about the story on a chart. After students read the story 
discuss the information they have learned. Ask students to choose two 
questions to answer and write on their white boards. Share the responses 
from the students. 

 

2 RI 4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 
topics or subject area. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Teachers model (think-aloud) how to identify and determine meanings of 
unknown words during shared reading of informational text. 

• Look at the illustration or graph. 

• Use background knowledge regarding the subject. 

• Look at the sentence before and after to help build meaning. 

• Use morphology, affixes, Greek & Latin roots to help arrive at 
meaning. 

• Students use knowledge of word structure, context clues, and 
picture clues to determine the meaning of an unknown word. 

 

Source: commoncore.org 
Language/Informational Text 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 2 
Create a running list of collective nouns (e.g., a herd or drove of cows; a 
herd or band of horses; a flock of sheep; and a band, tribe, or nation of 
Native Americans). Keep a growing word bank of people, vocabulary, and 
phrases that come up in this unit. These might be used in later student 
writing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
 

HUSD Resources 

2 RI 5 Know and use various text features (e.g., 
captions, bold print, subheadings, 
glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, 
icons) to locate key facts or information in 
a text efficiently. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Teachers use focus or word walls to illustrate text features. 
Students highlight text features in text. 
•Connections 
•Glossaries 
•Graphs, charts and diagrams 
•Indice 
•Maps 
•Photos, illustrations, captions 
•Table of contents 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

2 RI 7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram 
showing how a machine works) contribute 
to and clarify a text. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Teachers have students predict and infer based on viewing images, 
diagrams, maps, graphs and timelines. Students discuss how the images 
contributed to their understanding. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Informational Reading/Explanatory Writing 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 3 

Begin a class discussion by asking the students, “If a real hippopotamus 
had no other companions, what other kind of animal could you imagine 
her having for a friend?” Be sure to require good reasons for their 
opinions as they answer. Read the book Owen and Mzee: The True Story 
of a Remarkable Friendship by Isabella Hatkoff aloud. When you are 
finished reading, have the students discuss what the author (a six-year 
old girl) wanted to accomplish by publishing the book, using questions 
such as, “What did she want to explain? Describe? What questions did 
she want to answer? Why are there so many photographs?” Ask students 
to write a paragraph explaining how the two animals in the story became 
friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
 

HUSD Resources 

2 RI 10 By the end of year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, in the 
grades 2–3 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
The range of reading may include: biographies and autobiographies; 
books about history, social studies, science and the arts; technical text, 
including directions, forms, and information displayed in graphs, charts, 
or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics. A wide range of reading 
will build background knowledge, vocabulary and concepts. Teachers 
have students select topics from Social Studies or Science Standards. 
Students read information on simple timelines, historical charts, maps 
including those found in primary source materials. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion/Informational Text 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 5 
Some informational books are based on a theme like “shoes” or “bread.” 
For example, the author of the following books, Ann Morris, studied, 
interesting shoes from all around the world, had photographs taken of 
them, and then published them in a book, Shoes, Shoes, Shoes. As 
students read the books, ask them to look at the way the book is 
organized and locate the information about each photograph by using the 
index. As they study the book, challenge them to find the location on a 
world map from where those shoes came. To link to geography, give each 
pair of students a world map to mark as the text moves from one place to 
another. (After the students have had an opportunity to study multiple 
books in this series, ask them why they think the author wrote these 
books for children.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

2 RF 3abf Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding words. 
a. Distinguish long and short vowels when 
reading regularly spelled one-syllable 
words. 
b. Know spelling-sound correspondences 
for additional common vowel teams. (Q1- 
Q2) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Students create ‘new’ words by adding affixes. 
Students highlight affixes found in passages. 

 
• Use knowledge of spelling patterns such as diphthongs, and special 

vowel spellings when reading. 

 

 
 
 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 
 

HUSD Resources 

   f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. (Q1-Q4) 

  

2 RF 4abc Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency 
to support comprehension. 
a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 
b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Fluency is a bridge to comprehension and is result of accurately decoding 
words automatically in order to not lose the meaning of the text. It is 
achieved through multiple opportunities to practice. Students read grade- 
level material with appropriate rate (speed), accuracy (precision) and 
prosody (expression). Students will be exposed to the differences in 
reading different types of text with appropriate rhythm, pacing, 
intonation, and expression relevant to the text. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion/Literature 
Example: Grade 2 Unit 1 
Introduce and read the first chapter of Poppleton in Winter by Cynthia 
Rylant. The following day, look at the chapter again. Explain to the class 
how Cynthia Rylant is an author who knows exactly how to write the 
beginning of a story and how to wrap it up with a strong ending. Direct 
the students to look closely at how the story begins. Reread the section 
where the story is set up. Students will see the setting, characters, and 
situation/problem in the first two sentences of the story: “Poppleton’s 
house grew very long icicles in winter. Poppleton was proud of them.” 
Create a bulleted list as the students discuss what they see, finishing the 
sentence “A strong beginning has…” Then turn to the end of the story and 
discuss what is contained in an ending. Read Rylant’s final sentences: 
“Poppleton was glad his icicles were knocked down. Icicles always melted. 
But a new friend would stay. Continue the bulleted list, having students 
finish the sentence “A strong ending has…” As the students read each 
successive chapter independently, with a partner, or with the teacher, 
make these charts a focus of discussion. Eventually add a chart for the 
action in the middle of the story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f2nd%20Grade&amp;Folder

